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Litter size in gilts after altrenogest and flushing 
Abstract 
Effects of estrous synchronization and flushing on litter size in gilts were compared on two farms. Estrus 
in gilts was synchronized with altrenogest for 14 days or estrous cycles were left unaltered (control 
group). One-half of the synchronized gilts were flushed by feeding supplemental ground milo (3.4 lb) in 
addition to 4 lb of a basal milo-soybean meal diet that all gilts received. Additional milo was provided 
from day 8 of altrenogest treatment until the first day of estrus. Response on the two farms differed. 
Altrenogest-treated gilts from one farm farrowed about one more pig than controls, regardless of whether 
they were flushed or not. On the second farm, litter size for control and altrenogest-treated gilts was 
similar but gilts that received both altrenogest and additional milo (flushed) farrowed about 1.5 more 
pigs. Reasons for farm differences are unknown but could be related to differing genetic background and 
farm environment of the gilts studied.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 15, 1984 
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